Review of Anti-COVID-19 Measures at the Residential Colleges

Since the introduction of the “Contingency Plan for Outbreak of COVID-19 at Residential
Colleges/Old Hall” in August 2020, a number of developments and measures introduced by the Centre
for Health Protection (CHP) impacting on the adjustment of anti-COVID-19 measures have been
encountered, for example, the identification of ‘Close Contact’ and the corresponding quarantine and
isolation measures, and the introduction of compulsory testing for all residents in buildings with one
confirmed case etc. The “Task Force for Review of Anti-COVID Measures at RC” (Task Force) which
comprised members from University management, RCs and the student community was established in
February 2021 to review the workflows and handling procedures, and propose new measures to address
and update the anti-COVID-19 arrangements at the RCs. With the concerted efforts of Task Force
members, the proposed New Measures for Anti-COVID-19 at the RCs were presented to and endorsed
by the Residential Colleges System Committee (RCSC) on 19 March 2021.

New Measures for Anti-COVID-19

The new measures aim to expedite the response mechanism to anti-COVID-19 arrangements and
include the introduction of Private Test Kits for any resident with proven need and various ways to
facilitate testing and triage in a prompt manner. The elaboration of the response mechanism in the
“Response Flowchart and Procedures for Handling ‘Other Contacts’ of COVID-19 Cases at RCs”
(Appendix I) and a “Notification for Voluntary Self-Isolation Form” (Appendix II) articulate in detail
the corresponding workflow and procedures to coordinate the new operational measures, with the
purposes of:

1. facilitating residents with proven need to have a prompt option to ascertain their health
situation with the introduction of private Covid-19 test Kits;

2. providing support to residents in-need via a subsidy capped at HK$800 per night for up to
two nights (or a full subsidy of the accommodation costs concerned, whichever is lower for
residents) to take voluntary self-isolation while awaiting testing results if returning home
was deemed not a feasible option;

3. providing a 50% subsidy on the COVID-19 test for residents in-need upon application.

The previous “Emergency Rooms” set-up at RCs will be suspended. A small number of “Contingency
Rooms” in each RC will be reserved for general contingency use and not for voluntary self-isolation
purpose.

Should you have any enquiries, please contact RCU at 3963 5800 or by email to
rescolleges@hsu.edu.hk.
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